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St Clement's Infant & Bethany Junior
Schools Newsletter - January 2025

Welcome to the latest edition of our monthly newsletter.

In this Issue...

e Mr Woodward's Welcome
e Spirituality Corner
e Latest News and Reminders
e Celebrating Learning
e We Love Reading
e Safeguarding
e Breakfast Club & After School Club

e Diary Dates




Mr Woodward's Welcome

W\

I am Mr Woodward, the Headteacher of both St Clement's Infant School and Bethany Junior School.

I would like to wish a Happy New Year to all our children and families. It has been wonderful
welcoming everyone back to our schools and we are looking forward to another exciting term of
learning. A special warm welcome to our new families who have joined us this term. We hope that
you already feel a part of our school family - if you have any questions please do ask your child's
teacher or the wonderful office staff.

This year is very exciting for us....we will soon be launching our new websites and beginning to
introduce the new school values to our children and embedding them into our school life. | would like
to extend my thanks to each of you who took the time to complete the survey and share your
thoughts on which values should be chosen. Your opinions were very valuable.

Our new school values are: Hope, Courage, Compassion

Each month, we will share a school newsletter with you. Please do let us know what you think of this
new format.




Spirituality Corner
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+ Ephesians 4:32

1 - Compassion is one of our school values. Model showing compassion to those around you and your children will do the
same.

Latest News and Reminders
FAMILY WORSHIP

We love seeing parents and carers joining us in St Clement's Church for Family Worship each week. If
you would like to come, you are welcome to join us in songs, stories and celebrating the children's
successes.

St Clements Infant School: Thursdays @ 2.25pm

Bethany Junior School: Tuesdays @ 2.40pm

PARKING

Thank you to all the parents who park their cars safely and respectfully in the mornings and at end of
day collection. You are great role models for your children and are helping to keep all our children
safe.

ATTENDANCE

Please remember that these are the start times of the school day. If children arrive after this time,
they will be marked as late and this effects your child's attendance figures. Children are expected to
be at school for 96% or more.

St Clements Infant School: 8.40-8.55am

Bethany Junior School: 8.40-8.50am



SCHOOL STREETS

St Clement's Infant school is one of a selected number of schools who are privileged enough to have
a road barrier to stop traffic at the start and end of the school day. This might seem like an
inconvenience to some drivers but has been so successful at improving the safety of our children and
making the journey to school more enjoyable for them. Please remember that you must WALK YOUR
CHILD TO THE SCHOOL GATE in the morning. Do not let them walk from the barrier alone. There is
still moving traffic around.

A HUGE thank you to the lovely volunteers who give up so much of their time, for free, to help on
the barriers. Sadly, there are not many people now doing this, which puts a strain on those few who
do. This is of benefit for YOUR children. Please help. We need your support. Just one slot each week
would make such a difference. Please speak to someone on the barrier or the school office if you can
help. We would really appreciate it.

COLD WEATHER

It is getting much colder now. Please make sure that your child has a warm coat every day and that it
is named. If your children brings a hat, scarf or gloves, please make sure that these are also named.

ST CLEMENT'S PARENT SLEEP WORKSHOP

Would you like support with helping your child to have a restful nights sleep? Is it difficult getting
your child to go to bed and stay there? If so, please check your email for a link about a possible
workshop. If we have enough interest for the workshop, we will be able to organise a date for this to
happen.



Celebrating Learning
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Have a look at some of the great writing that has been happening at Bethany this term. What super
stars!
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We Love Reading!

Have you read these books? Visit a library and see if you can borrow them. Let us know what you
think.




MARCUS
RASHEORD

Written with ; Illustrated
Alex Falase-Koya }. ~ by Marta Kissi

BREAKFén
Aaufmuaﬁs

Dive into an exciting and mysterious adventure full of fun-filled friendships, fantastical creatures and
incredible investigations by the #1 bestselling author Marcus Rashford! There's something fishy
going on at school . . .When twelve-year-old Marcus kicks his favourite football over the school
fence, he knows he's never getting it back. Nothing that goes over that wall ever comes back. But
when Marcus gets a mysterious note inviting him to join the Breakfast Club Investigators, he is soon
pulled into an exciting adventure with his new mates Stacey, Lise and Asim to find out what is lurking
on the other side of the fence — and get his football back!

One little dot marks the beginning of Vashti’s journey of surprise and self-discovery in Peter H.
Reynolds' multiple award-winning modern classic. Vashti thinks she can’t draw. But her teacher is
sure that she can. She knows that there’s creative spirit in everyone, and encourages Vashti to sign
the angry dot she makes in frustration on a piece of paper. This act makes Vashti look at herself a
little differently, and helps her discover that where there’s a dot there’s a way.



Safeguarding

ONLINE SAFETY - ROBLOX

The age rating for Roblox is 7+. Children younger than this, should not be playing. However, many of
the games are aimed at older children so 10+ may be a more appropriate age. Please CHECK WHAT
YOUR CHILD IS PLAYING and what images / themes they are experiencing to check they are
appropriate.

We know many of our children play and access the game Roblox online. Last month, they announced
some updates for the game which are available to users and parents and will be fully implemented
by March 2025. These safety updates include:

e Limits to how children under 13 can communicate
e Parental controls accessible from the parents phone rather than the child's device

e Age guidance replaced by 'content descriptions' so you can make better decisions on what
games are appropriate for your child.

For more details and to find out what else has been updates, please use this link: CLICK HERE -
Roblox


https://corp.roblox.com/newsroom/2024/11/major-updates-to-our-safety-systems-and-parental-controls
https://corp.roblox.com/newsroom/2024/11/major-updates-to-our-safety-systems-and-parental-controls

Breakfast Club and After School Club

4Cs After School and Breakfast Club

This club welcomes pupils from both

When & where?
After school Monday to Friday — 3:15pm to 5:00pm or 5:30pm.
Breakfast Monday to Friday 7:45- 8:45

Healthy breakfasts and snacks and curriculum linked activities



Diary Dates

e Monday 3rd & Tuesday 4th February: Reception children visit to Highcliffe Castle.
e Thursday 6th February: Y3 & 4 Online safety event.
e Friday 7th February: Y5 & 6 Online safety event.
e Tuesday 11th February: Safer Internet Day (more details to follow).
e Monday 17th - Friday 21st February: Half term holiday. School Closed.
e Monday 24th February: Staff Training day. School Closed.
e Tuesday 25th February: Children return to school.
e Thursday 6th March: World Book Day (more details to follow).
e Thursday 6th March: Bethany Inter-house Gym Competition.
e Thursday 6th March: Bethany Rags to Riches clothes collection.
e Friday 21st March: Red Nose Day (more details to follow).
e Monday 24th March: Bethany Y3 Easter Party.
e  Monday 31st March: St Clement's Easter Bonnet Parade 2.15pm

e Monday 31st March - Wednesday 3rd April: Bethany Parents Evening (dates to be
confirmed)

e Thursday 3rd April: Last day of Spring Term. Early finish 13:30pm.
e Friday 4th April: Staff Training day. School Closed.
e Monday 7th - Monday 21st April: Easter Holiday. School Closed.

e Tuesday 22nd April: Children return to school.




